
   

   
 
 
Newsletter                   August 2017 

Dear Friends of Holy Redeemer School, 

 

 I sincerely hope you are having a relaxing and restful summer as we 
near the opening of school on August 29th, a 12:30pm dismissal for all 
students.   

 
As we are busy preparing for the children, I wish to welcome our 

new first grade teacher, Mrs. Kate Engelhard. Ms. Liz Kendzie decided to 
move on in her teaching career.  We wish her well and thank her for shar-
ing her time and talents with us.  Mrs. Engelhard comes to Holy Redeemer 
School from the Archdiocese of Baltimore, where she taught on the   Pri-
mary Level for 14 years. She earned both her Bachelor’s Degree and Mas-
ter’s Degree in Education from Loyola University, Baltimore. Among her 
many accomplishments, Mrs. Engelhard was appointed Primary Level Co-
ordinator and English Coordinator , she received the Cardinal’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence, and won Teacher of the Year from the Essex-White 
March Chamber of Commerce. I am confident that Mrs. Engelhard will 
create a dynamic and challenging educational environment for her students 
while staying in constant communication with the parents. 

 

We are in the process of interviewing for a new Art teacher. Ms. Hope 
Lindsay unfortunately had to move out of the area to be closer to family. 
Her vast knowledge and expertise will be greatly missed. We hope to have a  
new Art teacher in place before the start of the school year. I ask for your 
prayers as we continue our search. 

 
Upon your return, you will see a fresh coat of paint throughout the 

school and our beautiful grounds. Mr. James Brosnihan, Mr. Dennis 
Giancoli and Mr. Juan Ramirez worked very hard to make our school 
shine. We are so appreciative of their dedication and hard work. The teach-
ers, and administrative staff have also been in preparing their classrooms, 
working on the student schedules, revamping our website and setting up 
more advanced technological systems for Parent Portal access and financial 
obligations.  

 
Please keep Holy Redeemer School in your prayers as we begin    

another wonderful school year! 

 

   Sincerely and with God’s Peace, 

 

      

   Mrs. Maria C. Bovich 

   Principal      

        

2017-2018 Faculty and Staff  

 

Principal: Mrs. Maria Bovich 

Vice Principal: Mrs. Brianna Alaimo (née 

Nickle) 

 

Pre-Kindergarten: Mrs. Noreen Keane 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Allison Ervin 

First Grade: Mrs. Kate Engelhard 

Second Grade: Mrs. Kathy Gardenhour 

Third Grade: Mr. Carrick Sweeney 

Fourth Grade: Mrs. Christina Harrington 

Fifth Grade: Ms. Amanda Hamilton 

Sixth Grade: Mrs. Melanie Ness 

Seventh Grade: Ms. Mary Palazzolo 

Eighth Grade: Ms. Jennifer Eller 

 

Art: TBD 

Band: Mr. Johnathon Varrone 

Library: Mrs. Maureen Murphy 

Math/Science: Mrs. Shirley Martins 

Math/Comp/Tech Coord: Ms. Sara DeLuca 

Music: Ms. Shindana Crawford 

Physical Education: Mr. Robert Bekas 

Religion 4, 6-8/Lit 6/Testing Coord: Mrs. 

Elizabeth Scribner 

Special Education/Resource Teacher: Mrs. 

Lauren Wisniewski 

Spanish: Ms. Paola Toquica 

 

Instructional Assistant:  

Mrs. Elizabeth Higgins 

Instructional Assistant: Mrs. Terry Schnurr 

Secretary to the Principal/ Development/  

Director of Extended Care: Ms. Brie Hall 

Administrative Asst/Registrar:  

Ms. Valerie Rosen 

Assistant Director of Extended Care:  

Mrs. Gaye Houchens 

 

Reverend Mark Smith, Pastor 
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Parent Portal 
 

Our new student information system, Rediker, 
is ready to go LIVE! Using this system, you 

will be able to see your child’s grades, attend-
ance and missed work. The week of August 

22nd, you will receive a letter from the school 
with more details. This will be followed by an 

email from Rediker with your login infor-
mation. If you have not received an email by 

the end of the first week of school, please con-
tact Mrs. Alaimo (nee Nickle) with your name 

and most current email address.  

Calendar 

The school website calendar is now load-
ed. You can sync the events with your person-
al calendar. 
Please make 
note of the many 
important events 
throughout the 
school year. 
Make sure to 
check back often 
for updates and 
additions.  

New Class Schedule with a  

Focus on Math and Science 

Enrichment 

In reviewing our academic goals within our school’s 
continuous improvement plan, we recognized a need 
to increase the number of math and science minutes 
per week. The students in third through eighth grade 
will now have five full math periods, plus one addi-
tional math enrichment period per week. The fourth 
through eighth grade students will have a double sci-
ence lab period each week. The increased math 
minutes along with science labs and the math enrich-
ment period will focus on transference and applica-
tion of learned skills to real life. 

School Website 
 As you may have noticed, our website was 
under construction this summer. We are happy 
to debut our new and improved website. The ad-
dress is school.holy-redeemer.org.  
 
We hope that it will be a great resource to you 
throughout the year. It is more concise and 
easier to navigate. One important feature to 
note- the homework 
website for each grade 
is now integrated into 
the school website. The 
design of the homework 
pages has been modified 
to be easier to read and 
to be more user-friendly. 
Please bookmark your 
child’s homework page.  

 

The Engelhard Family 

The Buffington/Badrak Family 

The Singleton/Johnson Family 

The Gage Family 

The Cortes Family 

Berwyn Heights Seniors Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a great way to 
help our school, teachers and stu-
dents? Stop by and “pick a leaf” 
from our Giving Tree. The tree is 
located outside the school office 
and contains many wish requests 
like classroom supplies and books 
for our wonderful teachers. You 
may purchase and drop off the 
items at the school office, or you 
may send in payment (checks 
made payable to Holy Redeemer 
School) and teachers will pur-
chase the items themselves. You 
can also shop at our Amazon 
Wish List! 
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Volunteer Hours 

     
Please 

note a change 
in our volun-
teer hours 
fee. Families 
who do not 
complete the 
15 service 
hours by 
March 31 will be charged $25 per hour 
not completed. There are plenty of op-
portunities throughout the school year 
to complete volunteer hours. The first 
such opportunity will be at the Parent 
Packet Pickup dates and the New Parent 
Orientation. If you would be willing to 
volunteer your time to help at these 
events, please contact the school office.  

TADS Billing 
 
The TADS billing collection is off to a 

great start. Beginning this year, only full and 
bi-annual tuition payments will be accepted in 
the school office. All other payments are 
made through TADS. Those of you who have 
enrolled in Extended Care are also being in-
voiced through TADS. Your registration fee 
of $70 is paid to the school office, however all 
tuition payments for Extended Care will be 
made through TADS. To enroll in Extended 
Care, please access the forms from the school 
website and submit them to the school office. 
This must be done 10 business days prior to 
the student’s start date for Extended Care. 

Home and School Association Meetings 

There are three Home and School Association meetings. 

These meetings are for all parents and offer important information 

about what is happening at the school and often showcase perti-

nent speakers and seminars. At each meeting, parents are asked 

to sign in. The class with the most parents in attendance wins a 

party.  Each family earns a service hour for attending the meeting. 

At the end of the school year, the parents who attend all of the 

meetings are entered into a drawing for a free month’s tuition. 

 

Meeting Dates: 

September 12 at 6:30pm 

November 15 at 6:30pm 

March 13 at 6:30pm 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

The annual dues of $100 

per family are due to the 

school office by October 1. A 

$25 late fee will be charged 

for late payments. 

SchoolMessenger 

We will continue to use 
the SchoolMessenger system 
for communication with parents. 
This will be used for weekly 
communication of announce-
ments, the transmission of the 
monthly newsletter and lunch-
eon forms, as well as emergency 
notifications. If you would like 
to enroll another person in our 
SchoolMessenger system, per-
haps a grandparent, relative or 
someone who will be transport-
ing your child to or from school, 
please send their cell phone 
number and email address to 
the school office. 

Crisis Preparedness 
Holy Redeemer School practices 

many types of drills throughout the 
school year, including fire drills, torna-
do drills, chemical crisis and lockdown 
drills, and emergency evacuations. In 
case of a true chemical crisis emergen-
cy (shelter in place), the students and 
teachers would need to remain in the 
school building for an undetermined 
length of time.  Each individual student 
is to bring three, one gallon size zip 
lock bags, filled with a bottle of wa-
ter and non perishable snacks that 
do not require cooking for each bag. 
Please bring these bags, labeled with 
your child’s name and grade, to the 
school no later than September 8, 
2017. 

Paypal 
Included on our website, you will find the link to our Pay-

Pal account. This year, you will have the option to pay for lunch-
es and field trips via PayPal. Instructions will be listed on the 
forms sent home. You can also share the PayPal link 

(www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool) 
with family and friends who would like to 
make a donation to Holy Redeemer 
School. This will be especially important 
for our largest fundraiser, the Walk-a-
thon. This year, the Walk-a-thon will be 
held on October 31 in conjunction with 
the Halloween Costume Parade.  

Packet Pickup 
 

The Parent Packet will be available 
for pickup August 22-24 from 9am-12pm 
in the Art Room. Supplies and School 
Store items will also be available for 
purchase at that time. The packet con-
tains the Parent-Student Handbook, 
with important flyers and information for 
the start of the school year. If you are 
unable to pickup the packet during the 
week day hours, the packets will be 
available for pickup after the Masses on 
Saturday and Sunday (August 26 and 
27), though the supplies will not be 
available for purchase at that time. 

http://www.paypal.me/HolyRedeemerSchool
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 September 8: HSA Ice Cream Social 7pm Four Seasons Rm 
 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 

 12: Back to School Night 6:30pm Four Seasons Rm 
 Parents Only 

 22: Family Fun Night 5-9pm Parking Lot 
 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community, families, friends and neighbors 

 October 6: Grandparents/VIP Day 9-11am Four Seasons Rm 
 Open to Grandparents or a special person 

 24: Principal’s Beer & Brats 6pm Parking Lot 
 Parents only 

 31: Walk-A-Thon & Halloween Parade 1:45pm Parking Lot 
 Parents are welcome to join us outside for the Halloween Parade 

 November 17: Awards Assembly 1:30pm Church 
 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 

 20: Thanksgiving Giving Day - Martha’s Table 
 30: Book Fair Library 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community, through December 6 
 December 1: Donuts for Dads 7:45-8:10am Four Seasons Rm 

 Open to dads and students 
 14: Winter Band Performance 7pm Four Seasons Rm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community  
 18: Christmas Pageant and Musical Performance 7pm Four Seasons Rm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 January 28: Catholic Schools Week 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community, through February 2 
 February 2: Awards Assembly 10:30am 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 March 1: Book Fair 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community, through March 7 
 2: Muffins for Moms 7:45-8:10am 

 Open to moms and their children 
 8: International Day 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 April 13: Awards Assembly 1:30pm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 27: Silent Auction & Night in Vegas 7pm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 May 10 and 11: Spring Musical 7pm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 17:  Spring Band Performance 7pm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 25: Field Day 

 Open to parents, students and alumni 
 June 1: 8th Grade Graduation 7pm 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community  
 6: Pre-K and K Promotion Ceremonies 

 Open to the Holy Redeemer Community 
 8: Last Day of School 

 

Holy Redeemer School 

Join us for our upcoming events! 

Excellence in Education with the Power of Faith 


